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Ready to discover the world in the most unforgettable way? From sailing past
Antarctic icebergs to island-hopping the Mediterranean, this edition takes you on a
thrilling journey through the best in ocean, expedition, and river cruising. 

Whether you're planning a romantic escape, a fun-filled family adventure, or a cultural
deep-dive along Europe’s great rivers, there’s a cruise for every kind of traveller. 

In this edition we reveal hidden gems, bucket-list itineraries, and the ships that make
the journey just as magical as the destination. As well share our top tips to get the best
from your first, or next cruise whether on the ocean or a river. 

So. grab a cuppa and dive in - let the world unfold, one breathtaking sailing at a time.

Inside this Edition:

C O N T A C T  Y O U R  L O C A L  A G E N T  T O  B O O K

How to choose the right cruise
Tips to get the best from your cruise
What to expect on a river cruise
New ships setting sail in 2026/27
Disney’s new Adventure
Fact or Fiction: Cruise Myths
Why we love cruising NCL
Set sail the Virgin Way
Cruise the Arctic
The world is your Oyster
Why CLIA is important

T H E  M I N I  M A G  -  A P R I L  E D I T I O N

Charting new horizonsCharting new horizons
BIG SHIPS. BIGGER MEMORIESBIG SHIPS. BIGGER MEMORIES



WHICH CRUISE LINE SHOULD YOU BOOK?

The majority of people who try a cruise for the first time
will love it, and many end up cruising again and again. 
So, which cruise line should you book? 

It’s not an easy decision with so many to choose from.
There are dozens of cruise lines out there, and no two
are alike. Some just operate big ships. Some operate
small ships. Some just sail in North America. Others sail
all over the world. Some offer ships designed for family
fun, whereas others won't allow children onboard. 

When you think of a “cruise ship,” you may think of the
giant floating mega-resorts operated by the likes of
Royal Caribbean and Norwegian Cruise Line you see in
television advertisements - the kind of ships that carry
thousands of passengers and have all sorts of gee-whiz
amusements on their top decks. But the world of
cruising also includes companies that operate far
smaller, more intimate vessels that carry just a few
dozen to a few hundred people. These ships have a
completely different vibe. They’re more like small
boutique hotels floating from place to place.

In addition, you’ll find cruise lines all over the map
when it comes to price points. Just like with land-based
resorts and hotels, there are cruise lines for people on
the tightest of budgets and cruise lines that cater to
people where money is no object. 

There really is something for everyone, and over the
next few pages we aim to share a little bit about some
of the cruise lines we offer.

To ensure you get the correct one for your needs speak
to the agent who sent you this ebook.
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A SIMPLE GUIDE WITH REAL-LIFE EXAMPLES
Choosing the perfect cruise can feel
overwhelming - after all, there are so many
options. 

From luxury liners to adventure - filled
expeditions, short getaways to world cruises,
there’s something for everyone. The key to
picking the right one? Knowing what you
want out of the experience.

Here’s a step-by-step guide to help you
decide - with real-life examples to bring it all
to life.

1. DECIDE WHAT KIND OF EXPERIENCE
YOU WANT

Ask yourself:

Do I want to relax or explore?
Do I want a family trip or an adult-only
experience?
Do I want a party vibe or peace and
quiet?

Example:

Sarah, a single mother of two, was looking for
a fun-filled family vacation. She chose a 7-
night Caribbean cruise with Royal Caribbean
because of the kids’ clubs, water slides, and
family-friendly excursions. It allowed her to
relax while her kids stayed entertained.

On the other hand:

Mike and Jen, a couple celebrating their
anniversary, chose a Celebrity Cruise to the
Greek Isles. It offered a more refined, quieter
atmosphere with fine dining, wine tastings,
and stunning romantic stops like Santorini
and Mykonos.

How to choose the right cruise:
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2. PICK THE RIGHT DESTINATION

Cruises go everywhere, from the Caribbean and
Mediterranean to Alaska, Asia, and even
Antarctica.

Ask yourself:

Do I want sunshine or cool weather?
Culture and history or beaches and cocktails?
Close to home or far away?

Example:

Tom, a retiree with a love for history, opted for a
river cruise along the Danube through Central
Europe. He got to explore castles, old towns, and
enjoy immersive guided tours in Vienna and
Budapest.

Meanwhile:

Lena and her group of friends wanted fun in the
sun and nightlife, so they picked a 5-night
Bahamas cruise with Virgin Voyages - adults
only, full of beach parties, yoga, and trendy food.

3. CONSIDER THE CRUISE LINE’S PERSONALITY
Each cruise line has its own vibe.

Royal Caribbean: Action-packed, family-friendly
Carnival: Affordable, fun, party atmosphere
Norwegian (NCL): Flexible dining and
entertainment
Celebrity Cruises: Upscale, modern, adult-
friendly
Virgin Voyages: Trendy, adults-only,
unconventional
Disney Cruise Line: Magical, best for families
with kids
Viking: Elegant, cultural, adult-focused
MSC: European flair, family-oriented

Example:
Jasmine wanted to go solo and meet new
people, so she chose Virgin Voyages. With its solo
cabins, modern nightlife, and group fitness
classes, it was perfect for her.
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4. CHECK THE ITINERARY AND PORT TIMES

Not all cruises spend equal time in port vs. at
sea. Some prioritise the destinations, others
the onboard experience.

Example:
Jake and Laura wanted to explore as much of
Italy as possible. They chose a Mediterranean
cruise with MSC that had long days in Rome,
Naples, and Venice.

In contrast:
Emma and Steve booked a repositioning
cruise from Miami to Barcelona. With many
sea days, ideal for relaxing, reading, and
enjoying the ship’s spa and entertainment.

5. MATCH YOUR BUDGET AND TRAVEL STYLE

Cruises range from budget-friendly to ultra-
luxury. With this in mind, factor in:

What’s included (drinks, Wi-Fi,
excursions, etc.)
Cabin type (inside, oceanview, balcony,
suite)
Extra costs (gratuities, shore trips,
specialty dining).

Example
Leo, a first-time cruiser on a tight budget,
chose a 4-night Carnival cruise in an inside
cabin. It gave him a great intro to cruising
minus the big price tag.
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Whereas:
Sandra and her partner wanted a once-in-a-
lifetime experience. They splurged on a suite
aboard Regent Seven Seas - an all-inclusive
luxury cruise that covered everything from
business-class flights to excursions and
champagne - the ultimate in luxury cruising.

6. THINK ABOUT THE SEASON

Some destinations are seasonal. Alaska
cruises typically run May–September. The
Caribbean is year-round but has a hurricane
season. Europe is best spring through fall.
Similarly, some cruise lines run seasonal
themed cruises for things such as Halloween,
and Christmas.

Example:
Alex and Priya wanted to avoid the crowds
and save money, so they booked a
Mediterranean cruise in early May. The
weather was great, and prices were lower
than during the peak summer season.

FINAL THOUGHTS

There’s no such thing as a “one-size-fits-all”
cruise. Ultimately, the best one is the one that
fits your travel style, budget, and dreams. 

Whether you’re sailing for sun, scenery, or
stories to tell, there’s a cruise that’s just right
for you.
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Generally, the sooner you book the better deals
you get. Try to book your cruise 6-12 months
out. Prices generally don’t decrease over time
but if you are lucky to see that, then you may
be able to get a price adjustment. However,
this is not guaranteed.

Booking early, like most activities/holidays etc
ensures both a lower price and better cabins.
Popular categories fill up quickly as families or
couples would want the bigger cabins or
balcony suites. Prime locations are from mid-
ship to the upper decks.

However, if you are prone to seasickness, avoid
the forward and aft locations (the very back or
front of the ship).

Cruise ships have a variety of accommodations.
Ensure that you understand the size and
inclusions of stateroom categories. This will
help you to determine the best setup for your
family or yourself. Also, how long will you be in
the cabin? A place to just sleep, shower and get
out to experience? You could be saving that
little extra to use at your destinations or
activities/photos for the memories.

In addition to the inside, balcony rooms, and
ocean view, other classes of staterooms may
have extra privileges. They tend to vary by
cruise line.

When you are looking at the sites you will
generally note that ‘Guaranteed Cabins’ come
up at a better price. These guaranteed cabins,
you will be booked in for a cabin in your
category. You will not receive a cabin number
or location until you receive your final boarding
documents. Even though you don’t choose
your exact room, the benefits are that it will be
the cheapest price for your category.

WHY BOOK YOUR CRUISE EARLY

WHICH CABIN IS RIGHT FOR YOU?

get the best from your cruise
Our tops tips to
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Don’t arrive the morning of your cruise or close
to departure time. Planes can be delayed for
various reasons, and the ship will leave without
you. Always plan to arrive the day prior to
departure to make sure that you can board the
ship on time. As a travel agent this can be done
for you. 

The same applies on leaving to fly home. Don’t
book an early flight home when you return.
Settle the account prior to exiting the ship and
do a self-checkout if you can manage your
luggage. You don’t want to book a flight that is
too early to go home. In fact, it is
recommended that you stay an extra day. And
what a great way to look around your
destination and relax before packing again for
your flight home?

Ship departures can be impacted by technical
difficulties, weather, clearance from port
customs, and other factors.

DON’T MISS THE SHIP

DON’T FORGET

get the best from your cruise
Our tops tips to

Consider your destination when packing
and prepare for the weather
Pack appropriate outfits for excursions,
including footwear
Download the cruise line app to view
activities and create reservations
Depending on your destination, check your
passport expiry dates, visas etc
Complete your online check-in three days
prior to departure
Your travel documentation and passport –
safes are in every cabin for safe keeping
Pack essential items, such as medication, in
a carry-on for easy accessibility
Put your smartphone on airplane mode
once onboard to avoid roaming charges
Be sure you attend Muster Drill (safety
exercise) - These are much quicker and take
only 3-4 mins of your time.



a river cruisea river cruise

What to expect onWhat to expect on

River cruising is a relaxing, immersive and
thoroughly enjoyable form of travel where you
can enjoy ever-changing scenery along the
banks of waterways such as the Danube, Rhine,
Seine, Douro, Volga and Yangtze. Unpack just
once on an award-winning, state-of-the-art 190-
guest Longship and journey into the very heart of
iconic cities and charming towns.

A RIVER CRUISE CAN BE DEFINED AS:

A form of leisure travel that takes guests
along inland waterways.
Usually there are several port stops over the
course of each passage.
Typical river cruises often last longer than a
week.
Carry anywhere from 100 to 250 guests,
depending on the ship size.
Are popular on many of the world’s major
rivers, including the Danube, Rhine, Volga
and Yangtze

ACCOMMODATIONS:

River cruises are brimming with onboard
amenities. Staterooms are most often river-
facing, and come equipped with hotel-style beds,
private bathrooms, individual climate control,
refrigerators, safes and TVs. 

Higher stateroom categories may have French
balconies, verandas, and separate sleeping and
sitting quarters. Rooms range from 150 to 600
square feet.

Guests receive excellent and personalised service
from onboard staff. Additionally, ships include
restaurants, lounges and bars, as well as free Wi-
Fi. Some ships even come equipped with
libraries, boutiques, pools and/or sun deck

CUISINE:

Guests are given a choice of dining options,
including where and what to eat. Breakfasts can
either be enjoyed al fresco or at the morning
buffet, while lunches and dinners can be eaten
while viewing passing sights or with friends in a
common eating area. Open seating is offered,
allowing guests to meet new people or enjoy the
presence of the same people each day. Cruises
offer regional cuisine and use locally sourced
ingredients to help with their authenticity. Also
common are wine pairings, selected from local
tastes to help guests get a closer understanding
of a region's culture.

THINGS TO DO:

River cruisers spend more time in the cities,
towns and ports along the way. Included shore
excursions consist of guided tours that help
guests become well-acquainted with the culture,
art and history of their destinations. In addition to
guided tours, guests can roam freely around local
stops or arrange optional shore excursions.
There's always ample opportunity to find
something to do in every port, whether it's
visiting an ancient castle, attending a classical
concert or enjoying a famous museum.
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WHO YOU’LL BE CRUISING WITH:

While river cruises can be enjoyed by people of
all ages, they generally appeal to people more
advanced in age, baby boomers. Many river
cruise lines allow children aboard their ships,
although they may have age restrictions in place
and usually there isn't much for kids to do. The
makeup of a liner can include people of a wide
range of nationalities, but more often than not,
guests come from English-speaking countries.

THE BEST TIMES TO GO:

Whether you choose to travel in the on-season or
the off-season, you’ll be able to gain a deep
cultural experience in each of your destinations.
In the spring and summer, you may witness local
outdoor events and lively activities that only
occur during the warmer months of the year. 

Cooler weather in the fall may mean you’ll run
into fewer people in the streets of cities and ports
you visit, which will allow you to take your time
and get a closer look at sites that interest you
without feeling rushed or crowded. And in the
winter season, you’ll be delighted by festive
Christmas markets and enchanted by the holiday
traditions and celebrations of the locals.

WHAT SHOULD YOU PACK:

Given that weather will be variable depending on
where your river cruise takes you, bringing along
both warm and light clothes is wise. Even during
warm months, there is wind on the rivers, so it’s
best to plan for layers even if the weather is hot. 

Additionally, you’ll likely be doing a lot of walking,
so bring along comfortable shoes. Lastly, pack
some dressier clothes in case you attend a formal
event while visiting one of your cruise
destinations.

HOW THEY DIFFER FROM OCEAN CRUISES:

Although river cruises and ocean cruises share a
number of similarities, there are also various -
and considerable - differences between the two. 

For one, ocean liners are bigger and offer more
stateroom accommodations on average.
Appropriately, they’re able to host significantly
more guests. The smaller scale of river ships
means fewer guests, but more opportunities to
get to know fellow travellers, which often lead to
lifelong friendships.
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In contrast to ocean cruises that may include
multiple sea days, you will rarely experience a full
day of sailing on a river cruise. Typically, guests
will awake each morning to find themselves in a
new port. With river cruising, you can also enjoy
an ever-changing mural of breathtaking scenery
from your ship, so the journey itself becomes part
of your discovery.

For those without sea legs, river cruises have the
advantage of smooth trekking, shallow waters
and the gift of land that’s always in sight. Lastly,
most river cruises offer inclusive value, meaning
your Wi-Fi, water, alcohol and included
excursions are covered in the price. However,
ocean cruises tend to offer more upscale
amenities, like fitness centres, multiple dining
options and a variety of live entertainment.

WHO WOULD ENJOY A RIVER CRUISE:

River cruises are great for everyone, especially
those desiring a more relaxed and intimate form
of travel. Individuals who've never stepped foot
on a ship before will enjoy the relative ease of a
river-bound trip with little chance of seasickness. 

Furthermore, with a focus on cultural exploration
of locations, river cruises are perfect for those
with a curiosity about art and history, or a general
interest in travel. 

Every river is unique and each tells a different
story - not only of the countries through which it
flows, but also of its locks, canals, scenery and
bridges. Ready to set sail?
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CELESTYALCELESTYAL
CELESTYAL DISCOVERY - GREEK ISLES

FROM £2429PP

OTHER AIRPORTS AND DEPARTURE DATES AVAILABLE

LIMITED AVAILABILITY - 
CONTACT YOUR AGENT TODAY

WHAT WE LOVE

VISIT ANCIENT WONDERS, CHARMING
VILLAGES AND CRYSTAL CLEAR WATERS ON

THE ONE TRIP

12 NIGHTS - 14 - 21 NOVEMBER 2026 - DEPARTING FROM LONDON

Experience true destination immersion,
creating lasting memories. Complimentary
Dining, On board gratuities included.
Celestyal cruises are proud to put their
guests in everything they do and will you
have the perfect experience

What’s Included:
Return flights
2 nights pre cruise stay in Athens, room only
4 nights full board on board Celestyal Discovery

*BASED ON 2 PEOPLE SHARING



new ships setting sail during 2026
Let’s explore the range of
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Debuts: July 2026 from

Barcelona

Capacity: 7,514 passengers 

Highlights: Category 6

waterpark featuring 6

slides, Aerial course, Rock

climbing, 2 story casino

and lots of bars &

restaurants

ROYAL CARRIBEAN -

LEGEND OF THE SEAS

Debuts:  December 2026

from Barcelona

Capacity: 6,700

passengers

Highlights: The longest

dry slide of the sea,

impressive art installations

and many specialist

restaurants 

MSC WORLD ASIA



new ships setting sail during 2026
Let’s explore the range of
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Debuts: April 2026 from

Miami

Capacity: 3,550 passengers

Highlights: Aqua slidecoaster,

the worlds f irst roller-coaster

slide, an inf inity beach, a glow

court - a sports court that

transforms into a nightclub

after dark. 

NORWEGIAN CRUISE LINE -
NORWEGIAN LUNA

Debuts: June 2026

Capacity: 998 passengers

Highlights: Small luxury

ship, every single

stateroom has a private

balcony, Adults only

atmosphere.

VIKING MIRA



OCEANIAOCEANIA
OCEANIA MARINA - SPAIN | FRANCE | ITALY

FROM £2429PP

OTHER AIRPORTS AND DEPARTURE DATES AVAILABLE

LIMITED AVAILABILITY - 
CONTACT YOUR AGENT TODAY

OFFER

INCLUDES COMPLIMENTARY WINE & BEER WITH
MEALS

12 NIGHTS - 3 - 15 NOVEMBER 2026 - DEPARTING FROM MANCHESTER

Step aboard the stunning Oceania Marinaand visit Alicante,
Ibiza, Mallorca, Sete, Toulin, Saint Tropez, Monte Carlo,
Portovino, Livorno, Florence, Civitavecchia and Rome.

What’s Included:
Return flights
2 nightspre cruise stay in Barcelona, room only
10 NIGHTS FULL BOARD on board Oceania Marina
Free Gourmet specialist dining
Free unlimited WiFi
Free onboard gratuities

*BASED ON 2 PEOPLE SHARING



NORWEGIANNORWEGIAN
NORWEGIAN AURA - SPAIN | ITALY I MALTA

FROM £1120PP

LIMITED AVAILABILITY - 
CONTACT YOUR AGENT TODAY

DESTINATIOINS

VENICE - VALETTA -
SALERNO - ROME -

BARCELONA

7 DAY - FROM 21  MAY 2027 - CRUISE ONLYST

Meet the newest ship for Norwegian with its fresh design and
new experiences and plenty of reason to start planning early.

What’s Included:
Inside stateroom
Complimentary dining
Award winning entertainments
Daytime activities
Kids clubs

*BASED ON 2 PEOPLE SHARING



new ships setting sail during 2027
Let’s explore the range of

C O N T A C T  Y O U R  L O C A L  A G E N T  T O  B O O KT H E  M I N I  M A G  -  A P R I L  E D I T I O N

Debuts: May 2027

from Italy

Capacity: 3,840

passengers

Highlights: Open air

activity zone spanning

multiple decks, beach

club and diverse

selection of

restaurants.

NORWEGIAN
AURA

Debuts: August 2027

from Budapest

Capacity: 172 passengers

Highlights: Spacious

interiors, open air lounges

and the f irst ever skylight

inf inite balcony suites.

CELEBRITY
COMPASS



new ships setting sail during 2027
Let’s explore the range of
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Debuts: August 2027

from Italy

Capacity: 1460

passengers

Highlights: 

New dining concepts,

more residential

accommodation &

innovative mixologists

OCEANIA
SONATA

Debuts: Date TBC

Capacity: 926

passengers

Highlights: Utilising

liquif ied natural gas for

a cleaner fuel option.6

main restaurants and

an incredible wellness

section 

EXPLORA IV



Disney Cruise Line is about to sprinkle a
fresh dose of pixie dust on the seas - and
this time, it’s setting sail straight into
history. 

Launching in December 2025, the Disney
Adventure is not only the line’s newest
vessel, but also its f irst-ever ship dedicated
to sailing year-round from Asia, with
Singapore set to be its magical homeport.

A MAJOR MILESTONE

The Disney Adventure marks a major
milestone: the f irst Disney cruise ship
purpose-built for the Asian market. This
208,000-gross-ton vessel will be one of the
largest cruise ships in the world, capable of
carrying over 6,000 guests, yet designed to
deliver the personalised storytelling Disney
is famous for.

The ship is the centre piece of Disney
Cruise Line’s strategic expansion into
Southeast Asia, made possible through a
landmark collaboration with the Singapore
Tourism Board.

new ships setting sail during 2026
Let’s explore the range of
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A MAJOR MILESTONE

True to Disney form, themed zones on
board the Adventure are nothing short of
breathtaking:

Marvel Universe Zone: Step into a high-
tech, Avengers-inspired experience,
complete with shows, attractions, and
photo ops with your favourite superheroes.

Frozen Kingdom: A snow-dusted
wonderland where kids and adults can
interact with Elsa, Anna, and Olaf - with
music, storytelling, and immersive design
that makes you forget you’re on a ship.

Toy Story Playland: Expect oversized toys,
interactive games, and whimsical water
play areas inspired by Andy’s backyard.

Star Wars Galaxy Lounge: Journey into
hyperspace for themed cocktails, galactic
games, and encounters with the Rebellion
or Empire - depending on which side you
choose to form an alliance with.



The ship will also feature Broadway-style
live shows, character parades, themed deck
parties, and a state-of-the-art cinematic
theatre premiering Disney, Pixar, and
Marvel releases.

BELOVED STORYTELLING

Disney Adventure is being carefully crafted
to blend beloved Disney storytelling with
Asian influences and regional hospitality. 

Expect:

Multilingual crew and signage
Cuisine options tailored to Southeast
Asian and global tastes
Interactive activities for multiple
generations
Special seasonal celebrations for Lunar
New Year, Diwali, and more

For families, there’s the award-winning
Oceaneer Club, Edge, and Vibe programs
catering to children and teens. 

Meanwhile, adults can enjoy signature
Disney Cruise Line adult-only escapes -
think upscale dining, nightclubs, and
serene spa sanctuaries.

POWERED BY INNOVATION

Behind the scenes, Disney Adventure is
making big strides in sustainability. It’s
powered by green liquefied natural gas
(LNG) and incorporates energy-eff icient
technologies to reduce environmental
impact. This supports Disney’s broader
goal of achieving net zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2030.

WHERE WILL IT SAIL?

The ship will offer a variety of short-to-mid-
length itineraries around Southeast Asia -
including stops in Thailand, Malaysia, and
Indonesia - making it perfect for f irst-time
cruisers and Disney superfans alike
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fiction?
Fact or
CRUISES ARE BORING

FICTION!

Most ocean cruise holidays you are
usually never more than a day or two
from a port... with todays activities both
for adults and children there is so much
to do! From swimming, spa’s, basketball,
movies and even rollercoasters on some
liners there will never be a boring day.

CRUISES ARE FOR OLD PEOPLE?

FICTION!

Gone are the days where it was seen as
cruises were for the ‘newly wed’ or
‘nearly dead’. There are many cruise
liners like Royal Caribbean, Carnival and
Norweigan that cater for all ages as well
as Adult only cruise liners like Virgin
Voyages. From Luxury to pretty much all
over the world cruises, there are so so
many to choose from.

CRUISES ARE EXPENSIVE

FICTION!

As cruises are so much more popular
today as they were ‘back in the day’, the
cruises are no longer for the ‘well to do’
anymore. Prices vary depending on
where you are sailing to, how long for
and cabin class, but still so much more
affordable today than they were.
Remember, they are all inclusive and
sometimes a lot cheaper than a land
holiday! *Note that gratuities, drinks
packages and excursions are extra
though dependant on the liner, ocean
or river cruise you are looking at.

CRUISES ARE ALWAYS FORMAL

FICTION!

This is no longer required on most liners
these days and is optional (But, in all
honesty, we love dressing up once in a
while!) Some liners will not allow shorts
to dinner but then there are some that
don’t mind at all. Checking with your
specif ic liner is advisable.
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EXPERIENCE FREESTYLE CRUISING
Imagine cruising just the way you want it: with
no timetable to follow but your own. That is
what Norwegian's Freestyle Cruising provides
for all the ships and itineraries. 

Indulge your taste buds at one of the wide-
ranging dining options, or perhaps you would
prefer a dinner and a show combination? Relax
at some of the most spacious and modern
staterooms in the cruise industry before
venturing out to experience the shore
excursion of your choice.

BIGGEST THRILLS AT SEA
Step into a world of excitement and
exhilaration in the ThrillPlex activity zones,
available on Breakaway Plus and Breakaway
class ships.

THE WATERFRONT
Feel the warm sun and balmy ocean breezes
along The Waterfront, the revolutionary
quarter-mile oceanfront promenade.

GREAT STIRRUP CAY
Meet Norwegian's idyllic private island, where
you can do it all – or nothing at all – the choice
is yours.

RENOWNED DECK PARTIES
Hit the deck and dance the night away at the
popular parties, including Caliente, Glow, and
Nashville Nights.

SPECTACULAR DINING CHOICES
Savour a three-course meal and a great bottle
of wine. Or grab a burger hot off the grill. Dress
up. Dress down. Sit down with friends or make
new ones. Thanks to the flexibility of no fixed
dining times or pre-assigned seating, you have
the freedom to enjoy more dining options than
days of your cruise.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Bask in the bright lights of Broadway with
performances like Kinky Boots, a six-time
Tony Award® winner and exclusively at sea
aboard Norwegian; fan-favourite Jersey Boys
or Footloose. Spend every day discovering
award-winning entertainment that's beyond
anything at sea.

RELAX AND RECHARGE IN CONTEMPORARY  
ACCOMMODATIONS
The Haven, Your own luxurious enclave at the
top of the ship, The Haven by Norwegian is
where contemporary elegance, personalised
service and privacy combine to create a
unique cruising experience.

THE LARGEST SUITES AT SEA
From spacious to vast, the suites are perfect
for couples or up to eight guests. Expansive
balconies, living rooms and lavish baths make
this a sumptuous retreat.

STUDIOS FOR SINGLE TRAVELLERS
Celebrate your "me" time in style with NCL’s
award-winning Studios, designed and priced
for the discerning solo traveller, and was also
been voted Best for Solo Travellers: Cruise
Critic's 2020 Editors' Picks.

READY FOR A GREAT TIME?
With some of the newest ships in the
industry, Norwegian Cruise Line currently
boasts the youngest fleet amongst major
North American cruise lines. 

Thanks to a wide range of revolutionary
features, in addition to a number of new
spaces and interactive experiences meant to
excite and inspire, you're guaranteed a
holiday like no other.
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the virgin way
Set sail

Virgin Voyages has transformed cruising into
a stylish, adults-only escape at sea. With no
kids, no buffets, and no hidden costs, these
boutique-style ships are designed for modern
travellers who want freedom, fun, and
fabulous experiences.

SIGNATURE VIRGIN VIBE

Since the launch of Scarlet Lady in 2021, the
fleet has expanded to include Valiant Lady,
Resilient Lady, and, launching later this year,
the much-anticipated Brilliant Lady. Each
ship delivers the same signature Virgin vibe:
bold design, inclusive pricing, and a
refreshingly relaxed atmosphere.

NO HIDDEN EXTRAS

Everything you’d expect to pay extra for is
included - Wi-Fi, tips, fitness classes, and all
dining options. 

And the food? With over 20 eateries onboard,
there are no buffets in sight. Instead, expect
chef-curated menus ranging from Korean
BBQ and Mediterranean tapas to gourmet
veggie dishes, all made fresh to order.

Entertainment is edgy, immersive, and
anything but ordinary. From daring aerial
shows and interactive theatre to glow parties
and drag bingo, the evenings are packed with
personality. 

The upcoming Brilliant Lady will debut seven
new original productions, adding even more
variety to the onboard lineup.

Wellness is also a big part of the experience.
You’ll find serene spa spaces, ocean-view
yoga decks, and state-of-the-art gym - perfect
for balancing indulgence with rejuvenation.

NEW LADY LAUNCHING

Set to launch in late 2025, Brilliant Lady will
offer longer itineraries with new destinations
including Canada, New England, the
Caribbean, and Alaska. She’ll also be the first
Virgin ship to sail through the Panama Canal.

Virgin Voyages is ideal for couples, solo
travellers, and friends looking for something
fresh. It’s cruise travel without the clichés -
just effortless luxury, unforgettable
destinations, and a whole lot of fun.
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WHY AN ANTARTICA CRUISE IS THE ULTIMATE BUCKET LIST ADVENTURE

Cruising to the White Continent isn’t just a
trip - it’s a life-defining experience. And with
modern expedition vessels blending
adventure and comfort, visiting the most
remote continent on Earth is now more
accessible, safer, and more spectacular than
ever.

WHAT IS AN ANTARCTICA CRUISE?

Unlike traditional ocean cruises, an
Antarctica cruise is an expedition-style
journey, typically departing from Ushuaia,
Argentina - the southernmost city on the
planet. After crossing the infamous Drake
Passage, travellers reach the Antarctic
Peninsula, where zodiac landings, ice walks,
and wildlife encounters await.

These cruises are small-ships, with guest
capacities ranging from 100 to 250, offering a
more intimate, educational, and
environmentally conscious experience.

WHAT YOU’LL SEE: 

Nature at Its Most Raw and Majestic -
Antarctica is home to some of the most
surreal landscapes and rare wildlife on Earth:

Penguin colonies with thousands of
Adélie, gentoo, and chinstrap penguins
nesting on rocky shores
Whales, including orcas, humpbacks,
and minkes, swimming close to the hull
Seals lounging on ice floes, unbothered
by human presence
Icebergs the size of skyscrapers, glowing
blue from within
24-hour daylight in summer, creating a
dreamlike atmosphere

Each day you can enjoy activities such as
zodiac landings to step foot on the
continent, visiting research stations, and
hiking through untouched wilderness - all
led by polar experts and naturalists.



CRUISE OPTIONS: 
FROM CLASSIC TO ULTRA-LUXURY

Antarctica may be the most remote place on
Earth, but there’s no shortage of incredible ways to
explore it by sea. Whether you’re a rugged
adventurer chasing glaciers or a luxury traveller
dreaming of sipping champagne in view of
towering icebergs, there’s a polar voyage to match
your style. From classic expedition ships focused
on education and exploration, to ultra-luxury
yachts with helicopters and spas, this guide breaks
down the top cruising options to help you find
your perfect Antarctic adventure.

1. CLASSIC EXPEDITION CRUISES

Ships: Hurtigruten, G Adventures, Oceanwide
Expeditions

Vibe: Adventurous, no-frills comfort, deeply
educational

Perfect for: Solo travellers, photographers, eco-
conscious adventurers

2. PREMIUM EXPEDITION CRUISES

Ships: Ponant, Silversea, Viking

Vibe: Luxurious lodgings, but with all the gear and
grit of a true expedition

Perfect for: Couples, retirees, families with older
children

3. ULTRA-LUXURY POLAR YACHTS

Ships: Seabourn Venture, Scenic Eclipse, Aurora
Expeditions

Vibe: 6-star amenities with helicopters,
submarines, fine dining, and spa treatments

Perfect for: Luxury seekers who want to explore 
in style
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Each year 30,000 people visit Antarctica,
and out of those 30,000 people, only
two thirds actually land on the
continent. Further more, of the 20,000
people that actually step foot on
Antarctica - there are a handful of crazy
people that are foolish (or as we
consider it, blessed) enough to camp at
the bottom of the world. 

We are two of those people.

Being able to say that not only have you
slept on Antarctica under the stars, but
you’ve done it with nothing but you,
your sleeping bag, tent and a large sack
is one hell of a camping experience.

It had already been a day to end all
days. We had survived the Polar Plunge,
paddled through brash ice and
mesmerising scenery, landed on the
shore to visit a penguin colony, seen
orca’s and ended the afternoon with a
zodiac cruise to the stunning glaciers. 

It had the makings of a perfect day and
now we were topping it off with the
ultimate adventure.

We weren’t the only crazy people in
Antarctica however and together, we 

Once-in-a-lifetimeOnce-in-a-lifetime
ARCTIC ADVENTURE

took up the challenge of making it
through the night in sub zero weather
while sleeping in the snow on the
shores of Paradise Bay.

To have been able to do something that
very few people in this world have
opportunity to do was sensational. We  
feel incredibly grateful to be one of the
very few lucky people to be invited to  
sleep on the frozen continent with the
team from HX expeditions .
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No matter how ready you think you are,
nothing really prepares you for the
sensation of setting foot in Antarctica for
the first time. The crunch of the snow is a
kind of magic, putting you under an icy
spell you won’t want to escape from.

Up until now all of our landings had been
on islands around the Antarctic peninsula. 

ANTARCTIC EXPERIENCE

And although we had seen plenty of ice,
penguins, whales and seals, we could
have easily called everything so far an
“Antarctic experience,”

But of course, we wanted that true
continental landing - to set foot on the
peninsula itself, and not just step foot on
the peninsula, but to do so after our first
night camping. 

The “purists” among us (myself included)
would not have had it any other way, so
here we are, our continental landing -  
and our official 7th out of 7 continent!

Due to the highly glaciated terrain of
Antarctica, there are only a small handful
of locations where you can actually make a

continental landing and, as with all
things in Antarctica, visiting these is
subject to weather and ice conditions. 

EPIC FROZEN EXPANSES

Antarctica is more than just a place –
it's a dream for generations of
travellers who have had their
imaginations fired by its epic frozen
expanses. 

This is truly an ultimate bucket list
destination - would you step foot on
the fabled 7th Continent?

ContinentalContinental
LANDING



Date:

Itinerar y:
Price:

Ship:

A N T A R C T I C A

Change the way you see the world.

Terms & Conditions:

30/10/2025
Highlights of Antartica - Fly from
UK to Buenos Aires - 1nt Pre
Stay - Fly Buenos Aires to
Ushuaia - Embark Ship - - Fly UK

HX are celebrating their 130th Anniversary in 2026, and to celebrate they are giving you a free
upgrade from an Arctic Superior to a Suite. With a host of suite benefits such as: Fine dining in
Lindstrom, Free Laundry, Gift on Arrival, Spacious cabins + more. Your adventure is also all inclusive 

Book by 31st August 2025. Price Includes an overnight stay in Buenos Aires, international and domestic
flights and all-inclusive expedition. Prices are correct as of 01.07.2025. Further terms and conditions 

MS Fridtjof Nansen

£8,416pp
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Best time for landscape photos

Early season, lower prices
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NOVEMBERNOVEMBER

Penguin colonies begin mating.

Seals are more visible on ice.

Albatrosses can be spotted

Spring wildflowers bloom

Penguin colonies begin mating.

Seals are more visible on ice.

Albatrosses can be spotted

Spring wildflowers bloom

The sea ice is still receding, so some

areas may be less accessible, but it’s

ideal for seeing Antarctica’s

unspoiled beauty

The sea ice is still receding, so some

areas may be less accessible, but it’s

ideal for seeing Antarctica’s

unspoiled beauty
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Ideal time for wildlife viewing

Lots of Photography opportunities

Better chance of calmer seas

Glaciers actively calving

Ideal time for wildlife viewing

Lots of Photography opportunities

Better chance of calmer seas

Glaciers actively calving

DECEMBERDECEMBER

Whales start to arrive

Penguin chicks begin to hatch

Albatrosses begin to lay eggs

Lots of seal pups visible

Whales start to arrive

Penguin chicks begin to hatch

Albatrosses begin to lay eggs

Lots of seal pups visible

High season means more visitors and

higher prices, so early bookings are

recommended.

High season means more visitors and

higher prices, so early bookings are

recommended.
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Icebergs melt shaped by the sun.

Some Arctic circle trips begin.
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Penguin chicks are hatching, 

Seal pups are more common,

Orcas, humpback, and minke

whales are frequently spotted.

Penguin chicks are hatching, 
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High season continues, so
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diverse wildlife.
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though it’s the best time for

diverse wildlife.
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Epic sunsets and sunrises

More exploration opportunity
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Whales are in abundance,

travelling in large pods

Penguin chicks are growing

Seals are still common
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While still accessible, ice starts to re-

form, which may limit some areas,

but it’s a great time for fewer crowds.
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but it’s a great time for fewer crowds.



11

33

22
BENEFITSBENEFITS

WEATHERWEATHER

WILDLIFEWILDLIFE

Cooler temperatures 

-2°C to -5°C

Rapidly decreasing daylight

Unpredictable weather 

Cooler temperatures 

-2°C to -5°C

Rapidly decreasing daylight

Unpredictable weather 

ANTAR T I C AAN TAR T I C A
Best time to visitBest time to visit

C O N T A C T  Y O U R  L O C A L  A G E N T  T O  B O O KT H E  M I N I  M A G  -  A P R I L  E D I T I O N

44
CONSIDERCONSIDER

Quieter time, fewer tourists
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Possible sightings of Aurora australis

Good time to reach Polar circle
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Lower prices and more availability
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MARCHMARCH

Whale sightings are still possible

as activity is high

Penguin colonies are active

Some birds start flying North

Whale sightings are still possible

as activity is high

Penguin colonies are active

Some birds start flying North

Sea ice returns, unpredictable weather

some routes are restricted, but a good

opportunity to view a calmer, rawer

side of Antartica.

Sea ice returns, unpredictable weather

some routes are restricted, but a good

opportunity to view a calmer, rawer

side of Antartica.
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Cruising the world doesn’t have to mean
months away at sea - unless you want it to.
With a wide range of itineraries and durations
available, there’s a cruise option for every kind
of traveller, from first-timers to seasoned
voyagers.

EXCURSIONS AND WHAT TO EXPECT

Most cruises, whether short or long, offer a
variety of enriching shore excursions. These
often include cultural experiences like city tours
or local performances, culinary adventures such
as market visits and cooking classes, and active
options like nature hikes or wildlife safaris. 

Knowing your itinerary in advance is key to
planning your packing list, especially if you're
visiting multiple climates.

CRUISE TYPES AND DURATIONS

If your lifestyle doesn’t allow for an extended
time at sea, don’t worry. You can still get a taste
of the cruising life with shorter segments or
more flexible options:

Cruise Segment: These are shorter sections
of a larger itinerary, lasting anywhere from
two weeks to a few months. Segments are
ideal for those who want to try out long-haul
cruising without committing to the entire
journey.

Grand Voyage: A step up in duration, grand
voyages typically span 70 days or more.
Though often marketed similarly to world
cruises, they may not include the full scope
of destinations or benefits that come with a
true world cruise.

Do you dream of seeing the world we live in? Sampling delicious foods and drinks native to the
counties around the planet? Immersing yourself in different cultures and dipping in different
oceans and seas and stunning beaches? Passing time zones, date lines?

understanding long cruise options
Exploring the world by sea
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World Cruise: A full world cruise can last
between 120 to 180 days - or even longer.
These are intercontinental journeys with
extensive itineraries, often packed with
exclusive excursions, premium amenities, and
immersive experiences across the globe.

Boomerang Cruise: For a unique twist, some
travellers opt for a “boomerang” journey. This
involves sailing part of the route on one ship
and completing the second half on another.
It’s a great way to keep the experience fresh,
especially for those who enjoy variety in their
travel arrangements.

TIMING YOUR CRUISE

World cruises traditionally depart in January,
which isn’t always convenient for every traveller.
In response, many cruise lines now offer
alternate departure dates throughout the year.
Booking during the off-season also increases
your chances of securing a better deal or added
perks.

IS A WORLD CRUISE FOR YOU?

Going through the panama canal, seeing and
experiencing things you can only dream of
before. Making life long friends and relaxing or
adventuring on your own itinerary. Sailing into
the most beautiful ports in the world with all the
time for your world.

Then probably a world cruise is one for you and
the best ways to experience the adventure of
exploring on a global scale.

BENEFITS OF A WORLD CRUISE

A world cruise provides an experience of a
lifetime. Just for you here are some of the top
benefits passengers experience when they
decide to book a world cruise.

understanding long cruise options
Exploring the world by sea
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OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPLORE

An extended cruise offers more
opportunities to sightsee and explore.
This means extra locations will be on the
itinerary, so you have perfect options for
adventure and relaxation.

You’ll also be able to disembark for
longer, more in-depth shore excursions.
Because you’re already spending so
many days at sea, there’s no real rush to
move on to the next port. You’ll be able to
take your time and truly enjoy your extra
special cruise.

AN INTIMATE EXPERIENCE

Most people on world cruises are in it for
the long haul, so you’ll likely see them
around the ship a lot. 

These extended journeys provide
opportunities to really get to know your
fellow passengers. It’s common for world
cruise enthusiasts to meet lifelong friends
whilst at sea.

You’ll also be spending more time at sea
than land, so the crew will be able to
learn your preferences which is extra
special. In fact, that’s one of the main
benefits of taking smaller cruises. When
the same crew members can interact
with you each day, providing a highly
personalised service you will not forget.

MAKING MEMORIES

Any cruise offers the chance to create
lasting memories with a loved one and
friends - both old and new. Exploring the
world on a cruise expands the experience
into something truly spectacular

understanding long cruise options
Exploring the world by sea
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No matter whether you’ve been around the
world before or it’s your first one, a world
cruise takes you to breathtaking sights,
iconic locations and destinations you
might’ve only dreamed of before. While you
won’t want your trip to end, you’ll look
forward to sharing your travel stories with
loved ones when you return. 

If you decide to make the full
circumnavigation, you’ll be having a lot of
time with the same people. Being an
optimistic and friendly person can help
make it easier to get along with everyone
on board, let's be honest not everyone may
be your cup of tea but the ships are big
enough to find your people and be
courteous of other cruisers, we're all there
for great time.

YOU ENJOY SEA DAYS

It takes time to get from one port to the
next. You’ll be spending many consecutive
days at sea before being able to return to
land, so a love of sailing is always
advantageous. The flying fish, whales,
dolphins and the beauty of the day and
night especially seeing the moon on the
water at night will make it magical and the
entertainment and pools on the ship or
even the Spa?

YOU’RE A SELF-STARTER

While relaxation and adventure are key
features of a world cruise, you’ll also be in
charge of your own schedule most days. If
you’re good at keeping yourself busy or you
just love to lay back and relax you’ll enjoy
the laid-back nature of a world cruise. If any
of the above sounds like you, you should
start looking into your world cruise options.

understanding long cruise options
Exploring the world by sea
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WORLD BY SEAWORLD BY SEAExploring theExploring the
HOW LONG WILL YOUR CRUISE LAST?

It’s important to consider how much time
you have available when you’re deciding on
a ship to book. Keep in mind that you’ll
have to add time if you plan to fly to a port.If
you’re new to long cruises or you’re pressed
for time, you might want to book a
segment of a world cruise. This option
allows you to get a taste of the world
cruising experience for only a part of the
voyage. Once you’ve returned home, you
can decide whether you’d like to take the
full trip next time.

WHAT SIZE IS RIGHT FOR YOU?

Small, boutique cruise ships carry only a few
hundred passengers, creating a more
intimate and relaxing experience. Their
small size allows them to pull in close to
port cities, so you’ll have more time to
explore the shore. Because there are fewer
people on board, you’ll build a deep sense
of camaraderie with your fellow passengers
as well as the crew, gaining more
personalised service.

Midsize ships provide a similar elegant
experience to small cruises. These ships
present a middle ground between small
ships and large ocean liners.

Large cruises can hold hundreds or
thousands of passengers. Although they
provide many diverse amenities, they’re too
large to dock near port cities. If you take a
large ship, independent sightseeing can
get difficult - and costly.

Mega liners the largest cruise ship, can
accommodate thousands of passengers per
voyage. These massive ships offer more
amenities, such as on-ship casinos and
fitness centres. But, due to their size, mega
cruises can feel overwhelming for those
looking for a relaxing getaway.

Check duration of port stays: How long will
you stay in each port city? You’ll gain an
idea of how long you have in each
destination to prioritise what you want to
shop for, see or do.Look at excursions: Get
an idea of what excursions you can sign up
for early so you can ensure your spot.
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Representing more than 95% of the world’s
ocean-going cruise capacity, CLIA unites
the most prestigious ocean, river, and
specialty cruise lines under one global
voice.

The organisation advocates for policies and
practices that support a safe, healthy, and
sustainable cruising environment, while
also enhancing the travel experience for
the nearly 30 million passengers who
cruise each year.

CLIA’s extensive network includes over 50
cruise lines, 350+ executive partners
(including ports, destinations, suppliers, and
shipbuilders), and a highly trained community
of more than 54,000 travel agents and 13,000
travel agencies worldwide. 

This global ecosystem helps drive
innovation, collaboration, and continued
growth within the cruise industry.

KEY FACTS AT A GLANCE

Global Representation: CLIA
advocates, educates, and promotes the
common interests of the cruise industry
worldwide.

Cruise Line Members: 50+ cruise lines,
representing over 95% of global cruise
capacity.

Executive Partners: 350+ partners
supporting all aspects of cruise
operations - from shipbuilding to
destination services.

Travel Trade Network: 13,000 travel
agencies and 54,000 travel agents
across the globe.

Passenger Reach: CLIA member lines
serve nearly 30 million cruise
passengers annually.

REMEMBER:

As Independent Travel Agents, we have
access to expert training from all major
cruise lines and can create tailor-made
holidays just for you - even weddings at
sea! From family getaways to romantic
escapes, we’re here to design the perfect
trip for all ages.

Need support? You’ll always be able to
speak to a real person, not a robot. We're
with you every step of the way - making
dream holidays a reality.

Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) is the world’s largest cruise industry trade
association and the leading authority for the global cruise community.

ABOUT CLIAABOUT CLIA
Let’s talkLet’s talk
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	BETTER

	Ocean
	Charting new horizons
	BIG SHIPS. BIGGER MEMORIES
	Ready to discover the world in the most unforgettable way? From sailing past Antarctic icebergs to island-hopping the Mediterranean, this edition takes you on a thrilling journey through the best in ocean, expedition, and river cruising.
	Whether you're planning a romantic escape, a fun-filled family adventure, or a cultural deep-dive along Europe’s great rivers, there’s a cruise for every kind of traveller.
	In this edition we reveal hidden gems, bucket-list itineraries, and the ships that make the journey just as magical as the destination. As well share our top tips to get the best from your first, or next cruise whether on the ocean or a river.
	So. grab a cuppa and dive in - let the world unfold, one breathtaking sailing at a time.
	Inside this Edition:
	How to choose the right cruise
	Tips to get the best from your cruise
	What to expect on a river cruise
	New ships setting sail in 2026/27
	Disney’s new Adventure
	Fact or Fiction: Cruise Myths
	Why we love cruising NCL
	Set sail the Virgin Way
	Cruise the Arctic
	The world is your Oyster
	Why CLIA is important



	So you’re thinking of
	setting sail on a cruise
	WHICH CRUISE LINE SHOULD YOU BOOK?
	The majority of people who try a cruise for the first time will love it, and many end up cruising again and again.  So, which cruise line should you book?
	It’s not an easy decision with so many to choose from. There are dozens of cruise lines out there, and no two are alike. Some just operate big ships. Some operate small ships. Some just sail in North America. Others sail all over the world. Some offer ships designed for family fun, whereas others won't allow children onboard.
	When you think of a “cruise ship,” you may think of the giant floating mega-resorts operated by the likes of Royal Caribbean and Norwegian Cruise Line you see in television advertisements - the kind of ships that carry thousands of passengers and have all sorts of gee-whiz amusements on their top decks. But the world of cruising also includes companies that operate far smaller, more intimate vessels that carry just a few dozen to a few hundred people. These ships have a completely different vibe. They’re more like small boutique hotels floating from place to place.
	In addition, you’ll find cruise lines all over the map when it comes to price points. Just like with land-based resorts and hotels, there are cruise lines for people on the tightest of budgets and cruise lines that cater to people where money is no object.
	There really is something for everyone, and over the next few pages we aim to share a little bit about some of the cruise lines we offer.
	To ensure you get the correct one for your needs speak to the agent who sent you this ebook.



	How to choose the right cruise:
	A SIMPLE GUIDE WITH REAL-LIFE EXAMPLES
	Choosing the perfect cruise can feel overwhelming - after all, there are so many options.
	From luxury liners to adventure - filled expeditions, short getaways to world cruises, there’s something for everyone. The key to picking the right one? Knowing what you want out of the experience.
	Here’s a step-by-step guide to help you decide - with real-life examples to bring it all to life.
	1. DECIDE WHAT KIND OF EXPERIENCE YOU WANT
	Ask yourself:
	Do I want to relax or explore?
	Do I want a family trip or an adult-only experience?
	Do I want a party vibe or peace and quiet?

	Example:
	Sarah, a single mother of two, was looking for a fun-filled family vacation. She chose a 7-night Caribbean cruise with Royal Caribbean because of the kids’ clubs, water slides, and family-friendly excursions. It allowed her to relax while her kids stayed entertained.

	On the other hand:
	Mike and Jen, a couple celebrating their anniversary, chose a Celebrity Cruise to the Greek Isles. It offered a more refined, quieter atmosphere with fine dining, wine tastings, and stunning romantic stops like Santorini and Mykonos.




	2. PICK THE RIGHT DESTINATION
	Cruises go everywhere, from the Caribbean and Mediterranean to Alaska, Asia, and even Antarctica.
	Ask yourself:
	Do I want sunshine or cool weather?
	Culture and history or beaches and cocktails?
	Close to home or far away?

	Example:
	Tom, a retiree with a love for history, opted for a river cruise along the Danube through Central Europe. He got to explore castles, old towns, and enjoy immersive guided tours in Vienna and Budapest.

	Meanwhile:
	Lena and her group of friends wanted fun in the sun and nightlife, so they picked a 5-night Bahamas cruise with Virgin Voyages - adults only, full of beach parties, yoga, and trendy food.

	3. CONSIDER THE CRUISE LINE’S PERSONALITY Each cruise line has its own vibe.
	Royal Caribbean: Action-packed, family-friendly Carnival: Affordable, fun, party atmosphere Norwegian (NCL): Flexible dining and entertainment Celebrity Cruises: Upscale, modern, adult-friendly Virgin Voyages: Trendy, adults-only, unconventional Disney Cruise Line: Magical, best for families with kids Viking: Elegant, cultural, adult-focused MSC: European flair, family-oriented
	Example: Jasmine wanted to go solo and meet new people, so she chose Virgin Voyages. With its solo cabins, modern nightlife, and group fitness classes, it was perfect for her.


	4. CHECK THE ITINERARY AND PORT TIMES
	Not all cruises spend equal time in port vs. at sea. Some prioritise the destinations, others the onboard experience.
	Example: Jake and Laura wanted to explore as much of Italy as possible. They chose a Mediterranean cruise with MSC that had long days in Rome, Naples, and Venice.
	In contrast: Emma and Steve booked a repositioning cruise from Miami to Barcelona. With many sea days, ideal for relaxing, reading, and enjoying the ship’s spa and entertainment.

	5. MATCH YOUR BUDGET AND TRAVEL STYLE
	Cruises range from budget-friendly to ultra-luxury. With this in mind, factor in:
	What’s included (drinks, Wi-Fi, excursions, etc.)
	Cabin type (inside, oceanview, balcony, suite)
	Extra costs (gratuities, shore trips, specialty dining).
	Example Leo, a first-time cruiser on a tight budget, chose a 4-night Carnival cruise in an inside cabin. It gave him a great intro to cruising minus the big price tag.
	Whereas: Sandra and her partner wanted a once-in-a-lifetime experience. They splurged on a suite aboard Regent Seven Seas - an all-inclusive luxury cruise that covered everything from business-class flights to excursions and champagne - the ultimate in luxury cruising.

	6. THINK ABOUT THE SEASON
	Some destinations are seasonal. Alaska cruises typically run May–September. The Caribbean is year-round but has a hurricane season. Europe is best spring through fall. Similarly, some cruise lines run seasonal themed cruises for things such as Halloween, and Christmas.
	Example: Alex and Priya wanted to avoid the crowds and save money, so they booked a Mediterranean cruise in early May. The weather was great, and prices were lower than during the peak summer season.

	FINAL THOUGHTS
	There’s no such thing as a “one-size-fits-all” cruise. Ultimately, the best one is the one that fits your travel style, budget, and dreams.
	Whether you’re sailing for sun, scenery, or stories to tell, there’s a cruise that’s just right for you.

	Our tops tips to
	get the best from your cruise
	WHY BOOK YOUR CRUISE EARLY
	Generally, the sooner you book the better deals you get. Try to book your cruise 6-12 months out. Prices generally don’t decrease over time but if you are lucky to see that, then you may be able to get a price adjustment. However, this is not guaranteed.
	Booking early, like most activities/holidays etc ensures both a lower price and better cabins. Popular categories fill up quickly as families or couples would want the bigger cabins or balcony suites. Prime locations are from mid-ship to the upper decks.
	However, if you are prone to seasickness, avoid the forward and aft locations (the very back or front of the ship).

	WHICH CABIN IS RIGHT FOR YOU?
	Cruise ships have a variety of accommodations. Ensure that you understand the size and inclusions of stateroom categories. This will help you to determine the best setup for your family or yourself. Also, how long will you be in the cabin? A place to just sleep, shower and get out to experience? You could be saving that little extra to use at your destinations or activities/photos for the memories.
	In addition to the inside, balcony rooms, and ocean view, other classes of staterooms may have extra privileges. They tend to vary by cruise line.
	When you are looking at the sites you will generally note that ‘Guaranteed Cabins’ come up at a better price. These guaranteed cabins, you will be booked in for a cabin in your category. You will not receive a cabin number or location until you receive your final boarding documents. Even though you don’t choose your exact room, the benefits are that it will be the cheapest price for your category.



	Our tops tips to
	get the best from your cruise
	DON’T MISS THE SHIP
	Don’t arrive the morning of your cruise or close to departure time. Planes can be delayed for various reasons, and the ship will leave without you. Always plan to arrive the day prior to departure to make sure that you can board the ship on time. As a travel agent this can be done for you.
	The same applies on leaving to fly home. Don’t book an early flight home when you return. Settle the account prior to exiting the ship and do a self-checkout if you can manage your luggage. You don’t want to book a flight that is too early to go home. In fact, it is recommended that you stay an extra day. And what a great way to look around your destination and relax before packing again for your flight home?
	Ship departures can be impacted by technical difficulties, weather, clearance from port customs, and other factors.

	DON’T FORGET
	Consider your destination when packing and prepare for the weather
	Pack appropriate outfits for excursions, including footwear
	Download the cruise line app to view activities and create reservations
	Depending on your destination, check your passport expiry dates, visas etc
	Complete your online check-in three days prior to departure
	Your travel documentation and passport – safes are in every cabin for safe keeping
	Pack essential items, such as medication, in a carry-on for easy accessibility
	Put your smartphone on airplane mode once onboard to avoid roaming charges
	Be sure you attend Muster Drill (safety exercise) - These are much quicker and take only 3-4 mins of your time.



	What to expect on
	a river cruise
	River cruising is a relaxing, immersive and thoroughly enjoyable form of travel where you can enjoy ever-changing scenery along the banks of waterways such as the Danube, Rhine, Seine, Douro, Volga and Yangtze. Unpack just once on an award-winning, state-of-the-art 190-guest Longship and journey into the very heart of iconic cities and charming towns.
	A RIVER CRUISE CAN BE DEFINED AS:
	A form of leisure travel that takes guests along inland waterways.
	Usually there are several port stops over the course of each passage.
	Typical river cruises often last longer than a week.
	Carry anywhere from 100 to 250 guests, depending on the ship size.
	Are popular on many of the world’s major rivers, including the Danube, Rhine, Volga and Yangtze

	ACCOMMODATIONS:
	River cruises are brimming with onboard amenities. Staterooms are most often river-facing, and come equipped with hotel-style beds, private bathrooms, individual climate control, refrigerators, safes and TVs.
	Higher stateroom categories may have French balconies, verandas, and separate sleeping and sitting quarters. Rooms range from 150 to 600 square feet.
	Guests receive excellent and personalised service from onboard staff. Additionally, ships include restaurants, lounges and bars, as well as free Wi-Fi. Some ships even come equipped with libraries, boutiques, pools and/or sun deck

	CUISINE:
	Guests are given a choice of dining options, including where and what to eat. Breakfasts can either be enjoyed al fresco or at the morning buffet, while lunches and dinners can be eaten while viewing passing sights or with friends in a common eating area. Open seating is offered, allowing guests to meet new people or enjoy the presence of the same people each day. Cruises offer regional cuisine and use locally sourced ingredients to help with their authenticity. Also common are wine pairings, selected from local tastes to help guests get a closer understanding of a region's culture.

	THINGS TO DO:
	River cruisers spend more time in the cities, towns and ports along the way. Included shore excursions consist of guided tours that help guests become well-acquainted with the culture, art and history of their destinations. In addition to guided tours, guests can roam freely around local stops or arrange optional shore excursions. There's always ample opportunity to find something to do in every port, whether it's visiting an ancient castle, attending a classical concert or enjoying a famous museum.



	WHO YOU’LL BE CRUISING WITH:
	While river cruises can be enjoyed by people of all ages, they generally appeal to people more advanced in age, baby boomers. Many river cruise lines allow children aboard their ships, although they may have age restrictions in place and usually there isn't much for kids to do. The makeup of a liner can include people of a wide range of nationalities, but more often than not, guests come from English-speaking countries.

	THE BEST TIMES TO GO:
	Whether you choose to travel in the on-season or the off-season, you’ll be able to gain a deep cultural experience in each of your destinations. In the spring and summer, you may witness local outdoor events and lively activities that only occur during the warmer months of the year.
	Cooler weather in the fall may mean you’ll run into fewer people in the streets of cities and ports you visit, which will allow you to take your time and get a closer look at sites that interest you without feeling rushed or crowded. And in the winter season, you’ll be delighted by festive Christmas markets and enchanted by the holiday traditions and celebrations of the locals.

	WHAT SHOULD YOU PACK:
	Given that weather will be variable depending on where your river cruise takes you, bringing along both warm and light clothes is wise. Even during warm months, there is wind on the rivers, so it’s best to plan for layers even if the weather is hot.
	Additionally, you’ll likely be doing a lot of walking, so bring along comfortable shoes. Lastly, pack some dressier clothes in case you attend a formal event while visiting one of your cruise destinations.

	HOW THEY DIFFER FROM OCEAN CRUISES:
	Although river cruises and ocean cruises share a number of similarities, there are also various - and considerable - differences between the two.
	For one, ocean liners are bigger and offer more stateroom accommodations on average. Appropriately, they’re able to host significantly more guests. The smaller scale of river ships means fewer guests, but more opportunities to get to know fellow travellers, which often lead to lifelong friendships.
	In contrast to ocean cruises that may include multiple sea days, you will rarely experience a full day of sailing on a river cruise. Typically, guests will awake each morning to find themselves in a new port. With river cruising, you can also enjoy an ever-changing mural of breathtaking scenery from your ship, so the journey itself becomes part of your discovery.
	For those without sea legs, river cruises have the advantage of smooth trekking, shallow waters and the gift of land that’s always in sight. Lastly, most river cruises offer inclusive value, meaning your Wi-Fi, water, alcohol and included excursions are covered in the price. However, ocean cruises tend to offer more upscale amenities, like fitness centres, multiple dining options and a variety of live entertainment.

	WHO WOULD ENJOY A RIVER CRUISE:
	River cruises are great for everyone, especially those desiring a more relaxed and intimate form of travel. Individuals who've never stepped foot on a ship before will enjoy the relative ease of a river-bound trip with little chance of seasickness.
	Furthermore, with a focus on cultural exploration of locations, river cruises are perfect for those with a curiosity about art and history, or a general interest in travel.
	Every river is unique and each tells a different story - not only of the countries through which it flows, but also of its locks, canals, scenery and bridges. Ready to set sail?

	CELESTYAL
	CELESTYAL DISCOVERY - GREEK ISLES FROM £2429PP
	12 NIGHTS - 14 - 21 NOVEMBER 2026 - DEPARTING FROM LONDON
	OTHER AIRPORTS AND DEPARTURE DATES AVAILABLE
	Experience true destination immersion, creating lasting memories. Complimentary Dining, On board gratuities included. Celestyal cruises are proud to put their guests in everything they do and will you have the perfect experience
	WHAT WE LOVE
	LIMITED AVAILABILITY -  CONTACT YOUR AGENT TODAY





	Let’s explore the range of
	new ships setting sail during 2026
	ROYAL CARRIBEAN - LEGEND OF THE SEAS
	Debuts: July 2026 from Barcelona Capacity: 7,514 passengers  Highlights: Category 6 waterpark featuring 6 slides, Aerial course, Rock climbing, 2 story casino and lots of bars & restaurants

	MSC WORLD ASIA
	Debuts:  December 2026 from Barcelona Capacity: 6,700 passengers Highlights: The longest dry slide of the sea, impressive art installations and many specialist restaurants



	Let’s explore the range of
	new ships setting sail during 2026
	NORWEGIAN CRUISE LINE - NORWEGIAN LUNA
	Debuts: April 2026 from Miami Capacity: 3,550 passengers Highlights: Aqua slidecoaster, the worlds first roller-coaster slide, an infinity beach, a glow court - a sports court that transforms into a nightclub after dark.

	VIKING MIRA
	Debuts: June 2026 Capacity: 998 passengers Highlights: Small luxury ship, every single stateroom has a private balcony, Adults only atmosphere.



	OCEANIA
	OCEANIA MARINA - SPAIN | FRANCE | ITALY FROM £2429PP
	12 NIGHTS - 3 - 15 NOVEMBER 2026 - DEPARTING FROM MANCHESTER
	OTHER AIRPORTS AND DEPARTURE DATES AVAILABLE
	What’s Included:
	OFFER
	LIMITED AVAILABILITY -  CONTACT YOUR AGENT TODAY




	NORWEGIAN
	NORWEGIAN AURA - SPAIN | ITALY I MALTA FROM £1120PP
	7 DAY - FROM 21ST MAY 2027 - CRUISE ONLY
	DESTINATIOINS
	VENICE - VALETTA - SALERNO - ROME - BARCELONA
	LIMITED AVAILABILITY -  CONTACT YOUR AGENT TODAY




	Let’s explore the range of
	new ships setting sail during 2027
	NORWEGIAN AURA
	Debuts: May 2027 from Italy Capacity: 3,840 passengers Highlights: Open air activity zone spanning multiple decks, beach club and diverse selection of restaurants.

	CELEBRITY COMPASS
	Debuts: August 2027 from Budapest Capacity: 172 passengers Highlights: Spacious interiors, open air lounges and the first ever skylight infinite balcony suites.



	Let’s explore the range of
	new ships setting sail during 2027
	OCEANIA SONATA
	Debuts: August 2027 from Italy Capacity: 1460 passengers Highlights:  New dining concepts, more residential accommodation & innovative mixologists

	EXPLORA IV
	Debuts: Date TBC Capacity: 926 passengers Highlights: Utilising liquified natural gas for a cleaner fuel option.6 main restaurants and an incredible wellness section



	Let’s explore the range of
	new ships setting sail during 2026
	Disney Cruise Line is about to sprinkle a fresh dose of pixie dust on the seas - and this time, it’s setting sail straight into history.
	Launching in December 2025, the Disney Adventure is not only the line’s newest vessel, but also its first-ever ship dedicated to sailing year-round from Asia, with Singapore set to be its magical homeport.
	A MAJOR MILESTONE
	The Disney Adventure marks a major milestone: the first Disney cruise ship purpose-built for the Asian market. This 208,000-gross-ton vessel will be one of the largest cruise ships in the world, capable of carrying over 6,000 guests, yet designed to deliver the personalised storytelling Disney is famous for.
	The ship is the centre piece of Disney Cruise Line’s strategic expansion into Southeast Asia, made possible through a landmark collaboration with the Singapore Tourism Board.

	A MAJOR MILESTONE
	True to Disney form, themed zones on board the Adventure are nothing short of breathtaking:
	Marvel Universe Zone: Step into a high-tech, Avengers-inspired experience, complete with shows, attractions, and photo ops with your favourite superheroes.
	Frozen Kingdom: A snow-dusted wonderland where kids and adults can interact with Elsa, Anna, and Olaf - with music, storytelling, and immersive design that makes you forget you’re on a ship.
	Toy Story Playland: Expect oversized toys, interactive games, and whimsical water play areas inspired by Andy’s backyard.
	Star Wars Galaxy Lounge: Journey into hyperspace for themed cocktails, galactic games, and encounters with the Rebellion or Empire - depending on which side you choose to form an alliance with.


	The ship will also feature Broadway-style live shows, character parades, themed deck parties, and a state-of-the-art cinematic theatre premiering Disney, Pixar, and Marvel releases.

	BELOVED STORYTELLING
	Disney Adventure is being carefully crafted to blend beloved Disney storytelling with Asian influences and regional hospitality.
	Expect:
	Multilingual crew and signage
	Cuisine options tailored to Southeast Asian and global tastes
	Interactive activities for multiple generations
	Special seasonal celebrations for Lunar New Year, Diwali, and more
	For families, there’s the award-winning Oceaneer Club, Edge, and Vibe programs catering to children and teens.
	Meanwhile, adults can enjoy signature Disney Cruise Line adult-only escapes - think upscale dining, nightclubs, and serene spa sanctuaries.

	POWERED BY INNOVATION
	Behind the scenes, Disney Adventure is making big strides in sustainability. It’s powered by green liquefied natural gas (LNG) and incorporates energy-efficient technologies to reduce environmental impact. This supports Disney’s broader goal of achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2030.

	WHERE WILL IT SAIL?
	The ship will offer a variety of short-to-mid-length itineraries around Southeast Asia - including stops in Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia - making it perfect for first-time cruisers and Disney superfans alike

	Fact or
	fiction?
	CRUISES ARE BORING
	FICTION!
	Most ocean cruise holidays you are usually never more than a day or two from a port... with todays activities both for adults and children there is so much to do! From swimming, spa’s, basketball, movies and even rollercoasters on some liners there will never be a boring day.

	CRUISES ARE FOR OLD PEOPLE?
	FICTION!
	Gone are the days where it was seen as cruises were for the ‘newly wed’ or ‘nearly dead’. There are many cruise liners like Royal Caribbean, Carnival and Norweigan that cater for all ages as well as Adult only cruise liners like Virgin Voyages. From Luxury to pretty much all over the world cruises, there are so so many to choose from.

	CRUISES ARE EXPENSIVE
	FICTION!
	As cruises are so much more popular today as they were ‘back in the day’, the cruises are no longer for the ‘well to do’ anymore. Prices vary depending on where you are sailing to, how long for and cabin class, but still so much more affordable today than they were. Remember, they are all inclusive and sometimes a lot cheaper than a land holiday! *Note that gratuities, drinks packages and excursions are extra though dependant on the liner, ocean or river cruise you are looking at.

	CRUISES ARE ALWAYS FORMAL
	FICTION!
	This is no longer required on most liners these days and is optional (But, in all honesty, we love dressing up once in a while!) Some liners will not allow shorts to dinner but then there are some that don’t mind at all. Checking with your specific liner is advisable.



	Why we love
	cruising with NCL
	EXPERIENCE FREESTYLE CRUISING Imagine cruising just the way you want it: with no timetable to follow but your own. That is what Norwegian's Freestyle Cruising provides for all the ships and itineraries.
	Indulge your taste buds at one of the wide-ranging dining options, or perhaps you would prefer a dinner and a show combination? Relax at some of the most spacious and modern staterooms in the cruise industry before venturing out to experience the shore excursion of your choice.
	BIGGEST THRILLS AT SEA Step into a world of excitement and exhilaration in the ThrillPlex activity zones, available on Breakaway Plus and Breakaway class ships.
	THE WATERFRONT Feel the warm sun and balmy ocean breezes along The Waterfront, the revolutionary quarter-mile oceanfront promenade.
	GREAT STIRRUP CAY Meet Norwegian's idyllic private island, where you can do it all – or nothing at all – the choice is yours.
	RENOWNED DECK PARTIES Hit the deck and dance the night away at the popular parties, including Caliente, Glow, and Nashville Nights.
	SPECTACULAR DINING CHOICES Savour a three-course meal and a great bottle of wine. Or grab a burger hot off the grill. Dress up. Dress down. Sit down with friends or make new ones. Thanks to the flexibility of no fixed dining times or pre-assigned seating, you have the freedom to enjoy more dining options than days of your cruise.


	Why we love
	cruising with NCL
	ENTERTAINMENT Bask in the bright lights of Broadway with performances like Kinky Boots, a six-time Tony Award® winner and exclusively at sea aboard Norwegian; fan-favourite Jersey Boys or Footloose. Spend every day discovering award-winning entertainment that's beyond anything at sea.
	RELAX AND RECHARGE IN CONTEMPORARY  ACCOMMODATIONS The Haven, Your own luxurious enclave at the top of the ship, The Haven by Norwegian is where contemporary elegance, personalised service and privacy combine to create a unique cruising experience.
	THE LARGEST SUITES AT SEA From spacious to vast, the suites are perfect for couples or up to eight guests. Expansive balconies, living rooms and lavish baths make this a sumptuous retreat.
	STUDIOS FOR SINGLE TRAVELLERS Celebrate your "me" time in style with NCL’s award-winning Studios, designed and priced for the discerning solo traveller, and was also been voted Best for Solo Travellers: Cruise Critic's 2020 Editors' Picks.
	READY FOR A GREAT TIME? With some of the newest ships in the industry, Norwegian Cruise Line currently boasts the youngest fleet amongst major North American cruise lines.
	Thanks to a wide range of revolutionary features, in addition to a number of new spaces and interactive experiences meant to excite and inspire, you're guaranteed a holiday like no other.


	THE MINI MAG - APRIL EDITION
	CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AGENT TO BOOK
	Set sail
	the virgin way
	Virgin Voyages has transformed cruising into a stylish, adults-only escape at sea. With no kids, no buffets, and no hidden costs, these boutique-style ships are designed for modern travellers who want freedom, fun, and fabulous experiences.
	SIGNATURE VIRGIN VIBE
	Since the launch of Scarlet Lady in 2021, the fleet has expanded to include Valiant Lady, Resilient Lady, and, launching later this year, the much-anticipated Brilliant Lady. Each ship delivers the same signature Virgin vibe: bold design, inclusive pricing, and a refreshingly relaxed atmosphere.

	NO HIDDEN EXTRAS
	Everything you’d expect to pay extra for is included - Wi-Fi, tips, fitness classes, and all dining options.
	And the food? With over 20 eateries onboard, there are no buffets in sight. Instead, expect chef-curated menus ranging from Korean BBQ and Mediterranean tapas to gourmet veggie dishes, all made fresh to order.
	Entertainment is edgy, immersive, and anything but ordinary. From daring aerial shows and interactive theatre to glow parties and drag bingo, the evenings are packed with personality.
	The upcoming Brilliant Lady will debut seven new original productions, adding even more variety to the onboard lineup.
	Wellness is also a big part of the experience. You’ll find serene spa spaces, ocean-view yoga decks, and state-of-the-art gym - perfect for balancing indulgence with rejuvenation.

	NEW LADY LAUNCHING
	Set to launch in late 2025, Brilliant Lady will offer longer itineraries with new destinations including Canada, New England, the Caribbean, and Alaska. She’ll also be the first Virgin ship to sail through the Panama Canal.
	Virgin Voyages is ideal for couples, solo travellers, and friends looking for something fresh. It’s cruise travel without the clichés - just effortless luxury, unforgettable destinations, and a whole lot of fun.



	Journey to
	the last continent
	WHY AN ANTARTICA CRUISE IS THE ULTIMATE BUCKET LIST ADVENTURE
	Cruising to the White Continent isn’t just a trip - it’s a life-defining experience. And with modern expedition vessels blending adventure and comfort, visiting the most remote continent on Earth is now more accessible, safer, and more spectacular than ever.
	WHAT IS AN ANTARCTICA CRUISE?
	Unlike traditional ocean cruises, an Antarctica cruise is an expedition-style journey, typically departing from Ushuaia, Argentina - the southernmost city on the planet. After crossing the infamous Drake Passage, travellers reach the Antarctic Peninsula, where zodiac landings, ice walks, and wildlife encounters await.
	These cruises are small-ships, with guest capacities ranging from 100 to 250, offering a more intimate, educational, and environmentally conscious experience.

	WHAT YOU’LL SEE:
	Nature at Its Most Raw and Majestic - Antarctica is home to some of the most surreal landscapes and rare wildlife on Earth:
	Penguin colonies with thousands of Adélie, gentoo, and chinstrap penguins nesting on rocky shores
	Whales, including orcas, humpbacks, and minkes, swimming close to the hull
	Seals lounging on ice floes, unbothered by human presence
	Icebergs the size of skyscrapers, glowing blue from within
	24-hour daylight in summer, creating a dreamlike atmosphere
	Each day you can enjoy activities such as zodiac landings to step foot on the continent, visiting research stations, and hiking through untouched wilderness - all led by polar experts and naturalists.




	Journey to
	the last continent
	CRUISE OPTIONS:  FROM CLASSIC TO ULTRA-LUXURY
	Antarctica may be the most remote place on Earth, but there’s no shortage of incredible ways to explore it by sea. Whether you’re a rugged adventurer chasing glaciers or a luxury traveller dreaming of sipping champagne in view of towering icebergs, there’s a polar voyage to match your style. From classic expedition ships focused on education and exploration, to ultra-luxury yachts with helicopters and spas, this guide breaks down the top cruising options to help you find your perfect Antarctic adventure.

	1. CLASSIC EXPEDITION CRUISES
	Ships: Hurtigruten, G Adventures, Oceanwide Expeditions
	Vibe: Adventurous, no-frills comfort, deeply educational
	Perfect for: Solo travellers, photographers, eco-conscious adventurers

	2. PREMIUM EXPEDITION CRUISES
	Ships: Ponant, Silversea, Viking
	Vibe: Luxurious lodgings, but with all the gear and grit of a true expedition
	Perfect for: Couples, retirees, families with older children

	3. ULTRA-LUXURY POLAR YACHTS
	Ships: Seabourn Venture, Scenic Eclipse, Aurora Expeditions
	Vibe: 6-star amenities with helicopters, submarines, fine dining, and spa treatments
	Perfect for: Luxury seekers who want to explore  in style



	Ship:
	Price:
	Once-in-a-lifetime
	ARCTIC ADVENTURE
	Each year 30,000 people visit Antarctica, and out of those 30,000 people, only two thirds actually land on the continent. Further more, of the 20,000 people that actually step foot on Antarctica - there are a handful of crazy people that are foolish (or as we consider it, blessed) enough to camp at the bottom of the world.
	We are two of those people.
	Being able to say that not only have you slept on Antarctica under the stars, but you’ve done it with nothing but you, your sleeping bag, tent and a large sack is one hell of a camping experience.
	It had already been a day to end all days. We had survived the Polar Plunge, paddled through brash ice and mesmerising scenery, landed on the shore to visit a penguin colony, seen orca’s and ended the afternoon with a zodiac cruise to the stunning glaciers.
	It had the makings of a perfect day and now we were topping it off with the ultimate adventure.
	We weren’t the only crazy people in Antarctica however and together, we
	took up the challenge of making it through the night in sub zero weather while sleeping in the snow on the shores of Paradise Bay.
	To have been able to do something that very few people in this world have opportunity to do was sensational. We  feel incredibly grateful to be one of the very few lucky people to be invited to  sleep on the frozen continent with the team from HX expeditions .


	Continental
	LANDING
	No matter how ready you think you are, nothing really prepares you for the sensation of setting foot in Antarctica for the first time. The crunch of the snow is a kind of magic, putting you under an icy spell you won’t want to escape from.
	Up until now all of our landings had been on islands around the Antarctic peninsula.
	ANTARCTIC EXPERIENCE
	And although we had seen plenty of ice, penguins, whales and seals, we could have easily called everything so far an “Antarctic experience,”
	But of course, we wanted that true continental landing - to set foot on the peninsula itself, and not just step foot on the peninsula, but to do so after our first night camping.
	The “purists” among us (myself included) would not have had it any other way, so here we are, our continental landing -  and our official 7th out of 7 continent!
	Due to the highly glaciated terrain of Antarctica, there are only a small handful of locations where you can actually make a
	continental landing and, as with all things in Antarctica, visiting these is subject to weather and ice conditions.

	EPIC FROZEN EXPANSES
	Antarctica is more than just a place – it's a dream for generations of travellers who have had their imaginations fired by its epic frozen expanses.
	This is truly an ultimate bucket list destination - would you step foot on the fabled 7th Continent?



	ANTARCTICA
	Date: Itinerar y:
	30/10/2025 Highlights of Antartica - Fly from  UK to Buenos Aires - 1nt Pre Stay - Fly Buenos Aires to Ushuaia - Embark Ship - - Fly UK

	Ship:
	Price:
	MS Fridtjof Nansen £8,416pp
	HX are celebrating their 130th Anniversary in 2026, and to celebrate they are giving you a free upgrade from an Arctic Superior to a Suite. With a host of suite benefits such as: Fine dining in Lindstrom, Free Laundry, Gift on Arrival, Spacious cabins + more. Your adventure is also all inclusive
	Change the way you see the world.
	Book by 31st August 2025. Price Includes an overnight stay in Buenos Aires, international and domestic flights and all-inclusive expedition. Prices are correct as of 01.07.2025. Further terms and conditions



	THE MINI MAG - APRIL EDITION
	CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AGENT TO BOOK
	Best time to visit
	ANTARTICA
	NOVEMBER
	WEATHER
	Temperatures begin to rise,
	Averaging -2°C to 0°C,
	Extended daylight hours
	Most unpredictable

	BENEFITS
	Early season, lower prices
	Fewer visitors
	Camping & Kayaking begins
	Best time for landscape photos

	WILDLIFE
	Penguin colonies begin mating.
	Seals are more visible on ice.
	Albatrosses can be spotted
	Spring wildflowers bloom

	CONSIDER
	The sea ice is still receding, so some areas may be less accessible, but it’s ideal for seeing Antarctica’s unspoiled beauty



	Best time to visit
	ANTARTICA
	DECEMBER
	WEATHER
	Warmest time of year.
	Around 1°C to 3°C.
	Nearly 16-hour daylight.
	Most popular time to visit

	BENEFITS
	Ideal time for wildlife viewing
	Lots of Photography opportunities
	Better chance of calmer seas
	Glaciers actively calving

	WILDLIFE
	Whales start to arrive
	Penguin chicks begin to hatch
	Albatrosses begin to lay eggs
	Lots of seal pups visible

	CONSIDER
	High season means more visitors and higher prices, so early bookings are recommended.



	Best time to visit
	ANTARTICA
	JANUARY
	WEATHER
	Warmest period,
	Around 2°C to 5°C,
	Long daylight hours,
	Conditions can vary.

	BENEFITS
	Good chance of seeing whales.
	Ice conditions ideal for exploration
	Icebergs melt shaped by the sun.
	Some Arctic circle trips begin.

	WILDLIFE
	Penguin chicks are hatching,
	Seal pups are more common,
	Orcas, humpback, and minke whales are frequently spotted.

	CONSIDER
	High season continues, so expect busier excursions, though it’s the best time for diverse wildlife.



	Best time to visit
	ANTARTICA
	FEBRUARY
	WEATHER
	Temperatures slightly drop
	0°C to -2°C
	Days start to shorten
	Best weather for Polar Circle

	BENEFITS
	Excellent for whale watching
	Young penguins start to fledge
	Epic sunsets and sunrises
	More exploration opportunity

	WILDLIFE
	Whales are in abundance, travelling in large pods
	Penguin chicks are growing
	Seals are still common

	CONSIDER
	While still accessible, ice starts to re-form, which may limit some areas, but it’s a great time for fewer crowds.



	Best time to visit
	ANTARTICA
	MARCH
	WEATHER
	Cooler temperatures
	-2°C to -5°C
	Rapidly decreasing daylight
	Unpredictable weather

	BENEFITS
	Quieter time, fewer tourists
	Lower prices and more availability
	Possible sightings of Aurora australis
	Good time to reach Polar circle

	WILDLIFE
	Whale sightings are still possible as activity is high
	Penguin colonies are active
	Some birds start flying North

	CONSIDER
	Sea ice returns, unpredictable weather some routes are restricted, but a good opportunity to view a calmer, rawer side of Antartica.



	Exploring the world by sea
	understanding long cruise options
	Do you dream of seeing the world we live in? Sampling delicious foods and drinks native to the counties around the planet? Immersing yourself in different cultures and dipping in different oceans and seas and stunning beaches? Passing time zones, date lines?
	Cruising the world doesn’t have to mean months away at sea - unless you want it to. With a wide range of itineraries and durations available, there’s a cruise option for every kind of traveller, from first-timers to seasoned voyagers.
	EXCURSIONS AND WHAT TO EXPECT
	Most cruises, whether short or long, offer a variety of enriching shore excursions. These often include cultural experiences like city tours or local performances, culinary adventures such as market visits and cooking classes, and active options like nature hikes or wildlife safaris.
	Knowing your itinerary in advance is key to planning your packing list, especially if you're visiting multiple climates.

	CRUISE TYPES AND DURATIONS
	If your lifestyle doesn’t allow for an extended time at sea, don’t worry. You can still get a taste of the cruising life with shorter segments or more flexible options:
	Cruise Segment: These are shorter sections of a larger itinerary, lasting anywhere from two weeks to a few months. Segments are ideal for those who want to try out long-haul cruising without committing to the entire journey.
	Grand Voyage: A step up in duration, grand voyages typically span 70 days or more. Though often marketed similarly to world cruises, they may not include the full scope of destinations or benefits that come with a true world cruise.



	Exploring the world by sea
	understanding long cruise options
	World Cruise: A full world cruise can last between 120 to 180 days - or even longer. These are intercontinental journeys with extensive itineraries, often packed with exclusive excursions, premium amenities, and immersive experiences across the globe.
	Boomerang Cruise: For a unique twist, some travellers opt for a “boomerang” journey. This involves sailing part of the route on one ship and completing the second half on another. It’s a great way to keep the experience fresh, especially for those who enjoy variety in their travel arrangements.
	TIMING YOUR CRUISE
	World cruises traditionally depart in January, which isn’t always convenient for every traveller. In response, many cruise lines now offer alternate departure dates throughout the year. Booking during the off-season also increases your chances of securing a better deal or added perks.

	IS A WORLD CRUISE FOR YOU?
	Going through the panama canal, seeing and experiencing things you can only dream of before. Making life long friends and relaxing or adventuring on your own itinerary. Sailing into the most beautiful ports in the world with all the time for your world.
	Then probably a world cruise is one for you and the best ways to experience the adventure of exploring on a global scale.

	BENEFITS OF A WORLD CRUISE
	A world cruise provides an experience of a lifetime. Just for you here are some of the top benefits passengers experience when they decide to book a world cruise.



	Exploring the world by sea
	understanding long cruise options
	OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPLORE
	An extended cruise offers more opportunities to sightsee and explore. This means extra locations will be on the itinerary, so you have perfect options for adventure and relaxation.
	You’ll also be able to disembark for longer, more in-depth shore excursions. Because you’re already spending so many days at sea, there’s no real rush to move on to the next port. You’ll be able to take your time and truly enjoy your extra special cruise.

	AN INTIMATE EXPERIENCE
	Most people on world cruises are in it for the long haul, so you’ll likely see them around the ship a lot.
	These extended journeys provide opportunities to really get to know your fellow passengers. It’s common for world cruise enthusiasts to meet lifelong friends whilst at sea.
	You’ll also be spending more time at sea than land, so the crew will be able to learn your preferences which is extra special. In fact, that’s one of the main benefits of taking smaller cruises. When the same crew members can interact with you each day, providing a highly personalised service you will not forget.

	MAKING MEMORIES
	Any cruise offers the chance to create lasting memories with a loved one and friends - both old and new. Exploring the world on a cruise expands the experience into something truly spectacular



	Exploring the world by sea
	understanding long cruise options
	No matter whether you’ve been around the world before or it’s your first one, a world cruise takes you to breathtaking sights, iconic locations and destinations you might’ve only dreamed of before. While you won’t want your trip to end, you’ll look forward to sharing your travel stories with loved ones when you return.
	If you decide to make the full circumnavigation, you’ll be having a lot of time with the same people. Being an optimistic and friendly person can help make it easier to get along with everyone on board, let's be honest not everyone may be your cup of tea but the ships are big enough to find your people and be courteous of other cruisers, we're all there for great time.
	YOU ENJOY SEA DAYS
	It takes time to get from one port to the next. You’ll be spending many consecutive days at sea before being able to return to land, so a love of sailing is always advantageous. The flying fish, whales, dolphins and the beauty of the day and night especially seeing the moon on the water at night will make it magical and the entertainment and pools on the ship or even the Spa?

	YOU’RE A SELF-STARTER
	While relaxation and adventure are key features of a world cruise, you’ll also be in charge of your own schedule most days. If you’re good at keeping yourself busy or you just love to lay back and relax you’ll enjoy the laid-back nature of a world cruise. If any of the above sounds like you, you should start looking into your world cruise options.


	WORLD BY SEA

	Exploring the
	HOW LONG WILL YOUR CRUISE LAST?
	It’s important to consider how much time you have available when you’re deciding on a ship to book. Keep in mind that you’ll have to add time if you plan to fly to a port.If you’re new to long cruises or you’re pressed for time, you might want to book a segment of a world cruise. This option allows you to get a taste of the world cruising experience for only a part of the voyage. Once you’ve returned home, you can decide whether you’d like to take the full trip next time.

	WHAT SIZE IS RIGHT FOR YOU?
	Small, boutique cruise ships carry only a few hundred passengers, creating a more intimate and relaxing experience. Their small size allows them to pull in close to port cities, so you’ll have more time to explore the shore. Because there are fewer people on board, you’ll build a deep sense of camaraderie with your fellow passengers as well as the crew, gaining more personalised service.
	Midsize ships provide a similar elegant experience to small cruises. These ships present a middle ground between small ships and large ocean liners.
	Large cruises can hold hundreds or thousands of passengers. Although they provide many diverse amenities, they’re too large to dock near port cities. If you take a large ship, independent sightseeing can get difficult - and costly.
	Mega liners the largest cruise ship, can accommodate thousands of passengers per voyage. These massive ships offer more amenities, such as on-ship casinos and fitness centres. But, due to their size, mega cruises can feel overwhelming for those looking for a relaxing getaway.
	Check duration of port stays: How long will you stay in each port city? You’ll gain an idea of how long you have in each destination to prioritise what you want to shop for, see or do.Look at excursions: Get an idea of what excursions you can sign up for early so you can ensure your spot.


	Let’s talk
	ABOUT CLIA
	Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) is the world’s largest cruise industry trade association and the leading authority for the global cruise community.
	Representing more than 95% of the world’s ocean-going cruise capacity, CLIA unites the most prestigious ocean, river, and specialty cruise lines under one global voice.
	The organisation advocates for policies and practices that support a safe, healthy, and sustainable cruising environment, while also enhancing the travel experience for the nearly 30 million passengers who cruise each year.
	CLIA’s extensive network includes over 50 cruise lines, 350+ executive partners (including ports, destinations, suppliers, and shipbuilders), and a highly trained community of more than 54,000 travel agents and 13,000 travel agencies worldwide.
	This global ecosystem helps drive innovation, collaboration, and continued growth within the cruise industry.

	KEY FACTS AT A GLANCE
	Global Representation: CLIA advocates, educates, and promotes the common interests of the cruise industry worldwide.
	Cruise Line Members: 50+ cruise lines, representing over 95% of global cruise capacity.
	Executive Partners: 350+ partners supporting all aspects of cruise operations - from shipbuilding to destination services.
	Travel Trade Network: 13,000 travel agencies and 54,000 travel agents across the globe.
	Passenger Reach: CLIA member lines serve nearly 30 million cruise passengers annually.
	REMEMBER:
	As Independent Travel Agents, we have access to expert training from all major cruise lines and can create tailor-made holidays just for you - even weddings at sea! From family getaways to romantic escapes, we’re here to design the perfect trip for all ages.
	Need support? You’ll always be able to speak to a real person, not a robot. We're with you every step of the way - making dream holidays a reality.




	Seas the Day

